200  LITIJ  BANKNOTE  ISSUED  FOR  CIRCULATION 


The  Bank  of  Lithuania 
placed  a 200  liti|  denomination 
banknote  into  circulation  on 
Monday,  November  24.  This  is  the 
first  note  ever  issued  by  the  LB  in 
that  denomination.  It  follows  a 
failed  attempt  to  issue  500  and 
1,000  liti|  notes  earlier  in  the  year 
due  to  another  dispute  with  the 
printers  about  the  quality  of  the 
higher-denominated  notes. 

The  new  notes  measure  135 
X 65  mm.  in  size,  and  were  printed 
in  Germany.  The  face  of  the  note 
depicts  Lithuanian  writer  and 
philosopher  Vydunas  (Vilhelmas 
Storosta)  (1868-1953),  while  the 
back  depicts  the  historical 
Klaipeda  lighthouse. 

The  note  was  designed  in 
1992-1993  by  artist  Rytas 
Valantinas.  It  is  the  first  note 
issued  by  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  to 
bear  the  signature  of  the  current 
bank  chairman,  Reinoldijus 
Sarkinas.  The  note  is  currently  the 
highest  denomination  note  in 
circulation,  although  500  and 
1,000  litq  notes  were  printed  in  the 
United  States  and  have  been 
sitting  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of 
Lithuania. 

The  new  200  liti}  contains 
numerous  security  features,  such 
as  a metal  hologram  strip 
containing  micro-texts.  According 
to  the  experts,  it  is  impossible  to 
photocopy.  There  is  a hidden 
security  inscription  "200  litq" 
which  can  be  seen  only  while 


looking  at  it  at  an  angle.  There  is  also  a special  mark  for  blind  persons. 

The  serial  number  consists  of  two  letter  digits  beginning  with 
"AA,"  followed  by  a 7-digit  number.  The  number  appears  horizontally 
in  the  upper  left,  and  vertically  on  the  right  end.  Specimens  bear  a serial 
number  of  "AAOOOOOOO,"  with  a diagonally  overprinted  "PAVYZDYS" 
on  the  face,  and  "SPECIMEN"  on  the  back. 

The  larger  denomination  note  was  needed  to  meet  the  growing 
economy  and  cash  circulation  needs.  Before  the  issuance  of  the  200  litq, 
the  100  litq  note  accounted  for  70%  of  the  total  money  in  circulation. 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  also  issued  a new  1997-dated  brass  50 
centq  coin  a week  later  on  Monday,  December  1.  This  completes  the  new 
10-20-50  centq  "set"  which  resulted  in  larger  and  more  "user  friendly" 
coins  being  placed  into  circulation.  The  old  coins  will  be  gradually 
removed  from  circulation. 


A Roia  coin  of  the  Kepublic  of  Lithuania 
is  dedicated  to  the  75th  anniversary 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
and  introduction  of  the  Litas 

On  August  9,  1922  the  Constituent  Seimas  of  Lithuania 
adopted  the  law  on  the  monetary  unit  of  the  Republic 
of  Lithuania  providing  for  the  introduction  of 
the  Litas,  and  on  August  11,  1922  the  law  on  the 
establishment  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania  was  issued. 
Prof.  Vladas  Jurgutis  (1885-1966)  was  appointed  the 
first  Governor  of  the  Bank.  On  October  2,  1922  the 
Bank  of  Lithuania  put  the  first  litas  into  circulation. 


R.  Sarkinas 

Chairman  of  the  Board  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 


Moneta  nukalta 
Lietuvus  monetq 
kalykioje 

Noniiiiulas  - I liias 
Hraba  - 999.9  (Au) 
Skerbinuo  - 22.3  inm 
Mase  - 7.78  g 
Tiraias  - 1500  vnl 
IJluidiino  data  - 1997  i 


The  coin  is  minted 
at  the  Lithuanian 
Mint 

ttenoiuinalioii  - I bias 
l incncss  - 999.9  (Au) 
Dianicicr  - 22.3  inin 
Weight  - 7.78  g 
Minlage  - 1500  pcs. 
Year  of  issue  - 1997 


K Miltakis 


Lieluvos  monelij  kalykios  generalinis  direklorius 
General  Director  of  the  Lithuanian  Mint 

Nr.  a)49 


■ SPKCIFICATIONS  OF  NEW  1997 

COINS 

lOCenti),  1997.  KM- 106.  Diameter:  17  mm. 
Weight:  2.60  gr.  Thickness:  1.7  mm.  Edge:  reeded. 
Metal  content:  Brass  (Copper,  zinc  and  nickel). 
Obverse:  Vytis  emblem,  Lietuva  and  date  1997. 
Reverse:  an  ornamental  triangular  "fir  tree"  pattern. 

20  Centi},  1997.  KM-107.  Diameter:  20.5 
mm.  Weight:  4.8  gr.  Thickness:  2.10  mm.  Edge: 
reeded.  Metal  content:  Brass  (Copper,  zinc  and 
nickel).  Obverse:  Vytis  emblem,  Lietuva  and  date 
1997.  Reverse:  Horizontal  ornamental  "fir-tree" 
pattern. 

1 Litas,  1997.  Diameter:  22.30  mm.  Weight: 
6.25  gr.  Thickness:  2.20  mm.  Metal  content:  Cupro- 
nickel. Mintage:  2(X),(XX). 

Edge:  alternating  smooth  and  reeded.  5 sets 
of  alternating  plain  edge,  and  reeded  with  1 1 reeds, 
each  set  7 mm.  long. 

1 Litas,  1997  1/4  ounce  GOLD.  Diameter: 
22.30  mm.  Weight:  7.78  gr.  .999  fineness. 
Thickness:  1.3  mm.  Mintage;  1,5(X)  pieces. 

Edge:  Same  as  cupro-nickel  1 litas.  The  gold 
coin  was  issued  in  a red/maroon  presentation  box 
with  a small  insert  giving  specifications  and  a 
serial  number.  A gold-colored  cardboard  cover 
protects  the  presentation  box,  and  contains  the  75th 
anniversary  emblem  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania. 

LITHUANIAN  COINS  NOW 
AVAILABLE  BY  CANADIAN 
AGENT  OF  BANK  OF 
LITHUANIA 

The  Bank  of  Lithuania  has  named  the 
PARAMA  Lithuanian  Credit  Union  as  the  official 
North  American  distributor  of  Lithuania's  coins. 
Their  address  is:  PARAMA  Lithuanian  Credit 
Union  Limited,  1573  Bloor  St.  W.,  Toronto, 
Ontario,  CANADA.  M6P  1A6.  The  contact  person 
is  Mr.  Linas  Zubrickas.  Phone:  (416)  207-9239. 
Lax:  (416)532-1149. 

This  should  help  for  those  ordering 
commemorative  coins,  as  many  have  had  their  mail 
fand  checks)  stolen  in  route  to  the  Bank  of 
Ijthuania  in  Vilnius  which  they  never  received. 


THE  KNIGHT.  Volume  20,  No.  3.  Issue  #109. 
The  official  publication  of  the  Lithuanian  Numismatic 
Association. 

Aleksandras  Radzius,  Baltimore,  MD. 
DIRECTOR.  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michigan, 
EDITOR. 

Subscription/membership:  A donation  of  $15  or 
more.  Write:  Lithuanian  Numismatic  Association,  P.  O. 
Box  22696,  Baltimore,  MD  21203. 

EDITOR'S  ADDRESS:  Frank  Passic,  900  S. 
Eaton  St.,  Albion,  MI  49224. 

P'OR  BACK  ISSUES:  Write  Sarunas  Mingela, 
46707  Stratford  Court,  Northville,  MI  48167. 

The  LNA  is  a member  of  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  C-1 17903. 


FKA  rURE  OF  THE  MON  I'H.  Hy  Frank  Passic,  Albion,  Michiyan. 

V ALDAS  ADAMKUS  MEDAL,  1991. 


RIGHT:  VAIJ)AS 
ADAMKUS  MEDAL,  1991. 


The  recent  election  of  Valdas 
Adamkus  as  President  of  the  Republic  of 
Lithuania  certainly  has  the  Lithuanian- 
American  community  looking  to  him  for 
hopeful  leadership  in  the  days  and  years  to 
come.  His  experience  in  the  United  States 
will  bring  closer  relationships  between  the 
two  countries. 

A native  of  Lithuania,  Adamkus 
(b.  1926)  fled  Lithuania  during  World 
War  II,  made  his  way  to  Germany,  and 
then  to  the  United  States. 

Adamkus  was  Administrator  of  the 
U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency, 
Chicago  region.  He  chaired  the  Water 
quality  Board  of  the  U S/Canada 
International  Joint  Commission  on  the 
Environment  and  served  as  the  National 
Program  Manager  for  the  Great  Lakes 

Adamkus  served  as  an  advisor  to 
the  United  National  World  Health 
Organization  and  contributed  significantly 
on  the  national  scene  to  change  the 
direction  of  the  environmental  movement 
in  the  U.S. 

Adamkus  was  the  recipient  of  the 
United  States  EPA's  Gold  Medal  for 
Exception  Service.  He  was  also  presented 
the  Rachel  Carson  Award  by  the  Lake 
Michigan  Federation,  and  award  that  at  the 
time  had  only  been  presented  four  times  in 
the  environmental  field. 


Adamkus  was  honored  as  the  man  of  the  year  by  the  Balzekas 
Museum  ol  Lithuanian  Culture  in  1984  at  its  annual  recognition 
banquet. 

He  retired  from  US  government  service  in  1996.  Being  the 
new  President  of  Lithuania,  Adamkus  had  to  give  up  his  U.S. 
citizenship.  "The  rest  of  my  life  will  be  devoted  to  Lithuania,"  he  said 
in  an  interview  shortly  after  his  election  was  certified  by  the  election 
commission  in  early  January,  1998. 

This  month  we  honor  new  Lithuanian  President  Valdas 
Adamkus  by  featuring  a 1991  medal  by  artist  V.  Maciuika.  Even  at 
that  time  Adamkus'  work  was  recognized  by  the  Lithuanian 
community.  The  Soviet  occupiers  inflicted  much  environmental 
damage  to  Lithuania  and  adjoining  Baltic  waters,  and  Adamkus' 
expertise  has  helped  Lithuania  tremendously. 

Bronze,  ,^9  mm.  diameter.  Obverse:  Bust  of  Valdas  Adamkus 
facing  left. 

Reverse;  Oak  tree  with  roots.  Inscription  reads.  "LIETUVOS 
IR  JAV  GAMTOS  APSAUGA."  Translation:  "Lithuanian  and  US 
Environmental  Protection." 
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EMERGENCV  Bf)NKNOTES  OF  RUSNE  1917- 1920 


4. 

HyAleksandras  Kubilas 
V'ilnius,  Lithuania 
Within  the  borders  of 
contemporary  Lithuania  are  ten  cities  and 
villages  which  issued  their  own  municipal 
emergency  notes  during  World  War  I and 
shortly  thereafter.  Among  these  are  the 
emergency  notes  of  Rusne,  which  began  to 
be  issued  in  1917  while  the  War  was  still 
in  progress,  and  continued  after  it  was 
over,  until  1920.  These  notes  are 
interesting  due  to  their  variety,  just  as 
Rusne  itself  is  varied. 

Rusne  itself  is  a village  on  the 
Rusne  Island  where  the  Rusne  River 
branches  into  the  Atmat^  and  Skirvyt^ 
Rivers.  Here  besides  the  village  of  Rusne, 
there  are  six  hamlets  which  are  now  joined 
into  one  city.  The  island  is  a green 
meadow  with  hillocks  barely  reaching  1-2 
meters  above  the  waterline. 

Almost  every  spring,  but  often  in 
the  summer  and  the  fall,  there  are  floods. 
Here,  it  is  as  though  the  people  are 
dependent  on  the  will  of  God.  nature  was 
generous  with  the  residents  of  Rusne  with 
respect  to  providing  them  with  fish  and 
grass,  but  there  were  the  years  1888,  1906, 
191,  1917,  and  1924  when  the  island  was 
blended  with  the  river  waters  and  ice 
flows  destroyed  houses,  uprooted  trees  and 
dumped  sand  on  fertile  fields.  People 
fought  against  their  catastrophes  over  the 
ages  by  erecting  dikes.  Today  on  the 
Rusne  Island  there  are  about  4,500 
hectares  of  fertile  land  which  is  safe  from 
Hooding  and  with  a population  of  2,700. 

Rusne  is  already  mentioned  in  14th 
century  documents.  In  1419  a church  was 
built.  A 1544  decree  of  Albrecht,  Duke  of 
Prussia,  directs  that  services  in  Rusne  will 
be  held  in  the  Lithuanian  and  Courish 
languages.  Three  years  later,  Martynas 
Ma/vydas  of  Konigsburg  would  publish 
the  first  Lithuanian  book,  a catechism 
which  undoubtedly  found  its  way  to 
Rusne.  especially  since  the  author 
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Gemeinde.Ruh;  zahlbar  bei  Ider  Ortskaffe. 

917.  - 

Der  Gemeindevorftand. 


ABOVE:  1917  Rusne  note.  Type  1-A. 


BELOW:  Examples  of  various  signatures  on  Rusne  notes 
and  my  assigned  numbers  for  each  of  them.  Nos.  1,  2,  5,  and  6a 
are  actual  handwritten.  Nos.  3,  4,  6b  (the  second  one,  same 
person)  and  7 are  facsimilies.  These  assigned  signature  numbers 
are  used  later  in  the  charts  in  this  article. 


Mazvydas  would  himself  become  a pastor 
at  Rusne. 

By  1583,  children  in  Rusne  began 
attending  parochial  schools.  After  the 
black  death  epidemic  of  1709-11,  many 
German  colonists  came  to  the  area.  For 
example,  in  1736,  100%  of  the  island's 
inhabitants  were  Lithuanian.  By  1848  it 
was  67.9%,  and  by  1912,  only  60%. 

[CONTINUED  NEXT  ISSUP:...] 

AT  RIGHT:  German  postcard 
picturing  Rusne  (Russ),  circa  1910. 
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ABOVE:  1917  Rusne  note,  Type  1-B.  The  above  note  is  part  of  the 
collection  of  the  Lithuanian  National  Museum  in  Vilnius. 
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ABOVE:  1917  Rusne  note,  Type  1-C. 

[To  our  LNA  members:  Do  you  have  any  Rusne  notes  in  your  own 
collection?  Send  this  editor  a Xerox  copy  of  them  for  reference,  as  next 
issue  we  will  be  presenting  a chart  with  ail  the  various  types] 
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6.  M'MISiMATIC 

DK  l IONAR^ 

By 

Jonas  K.  Karys 


English  translation  by 
V.L.G.  Matelis 


Continued  from  last  issue.... 


NUMIZMATINES  KLAIDOS/Numismatic  Errors.  Those  numismatic  items  (coins,  medals,  tokens)  which  are  struck 
with  mixed  dies  (Hybrids  or  mules)  not  prioer  to  them,  or  of  errenously  prepared  metal,  off  center  planchets,  double  stuck  or 
having  adhered  to  the  die,  or  struck  with  dies  erroneously  inscsribed  the  by  the  engraver. 


NUMMUS.  a.  Generally,  a coin.  b.  The  old  Roman  sesterce  was  so-called. 


OBOLAS/OBOL.  1.  The  old  Greek  unit  of  weight,  11.25  gr.  (about  0.73  gr.)  in  coins,  a silver  coin  equal  to  1/6 
drachma.  2.  The  smallest  coin  of  the  middle  ages,  and  somewhat  later  in  Byzantium  and  Europe.  For  example,  0.5  of  a denar, 
pfennig,  in  German,  Scherf.  3.  The  very  smallest  "small  change"  of  the  Grand  Duchy,  a small  billon  (scarcely  0.110  silver 
fineness),  a coin  of  the  legal  value  of  1/2  denar,  struck  in  Vilnius  by  Sigismund  August  and  weighing  of  an  average  about  0.317 
gr.  From  1545-1547,  they  were  struck  just  above  2 mil.  It  seems  that  these  small  coins  were  needed  in  Lithuania  only  because 
of  eliminating  from  circulation  the  half  grasis  of  Svidnica.  In  exchange  for  local  money,  they  called  for  3.5  denars. 


ODOS  PINIGAI/PELT  MONEY.  Notes  or  coins  produced  upon  or  from  an  animal's  hide.  Such  money  had  already 
been  attempted  in  the  early  middle  ages.  Probably  the  first  to  use  it  was  the  Roman  Emperor  Constantine  V,  Copronimus, 
during  the  seige  of  Rome  in  743.  Later,  in  the  12th  and  13th  centuries  pelt  money  was  utilized  by  the  Doge  D.  Michieli,  King 
John  of  England,  King  Louis  IX  of  France,  Friderich  II  of  Germany.  Even  at  theend  of  teh  16th  century  (1574),  pelt  money  was 
used  by  Leyden,  under  seige  by  the  enemy.  Pelt  money  is  generally  seized  upon  in  particularly  stringent  conditions. 


OERA/ORE.  1.  Earlier  it  ws  a term  signifying  weight  in  Scandinavia,  equal  to  1/8  of  their  mark.  In  1522,  Sweden 
produced  an  ore  coin  of  billon,  weighing  about  4.4  gr.  However,  this  coin  soon  began  to  lose  its  weight,  and  became  smaller. 
For  example,  in  1604-24,  it  weighed  hardly  1.620  gr.  By  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  17th  century,  it  was  struck  in  copper. 
2.  The  0.01  part  of  the  basic  monetary  unit  (Krona)  of  Sweden,  Norway,  and  Denmark,  made  of  copper,  then  bronze,  and 
during  the  years  of  both  World  Wars,  it  was  even  an  iron  coin  of  those  countries. 


ORDINAS/ORDERS.  1.  Monastic,  knights  (Franciscans,  the  Crusaders).  2.  Designs  of  honor,  made  of  varying  metals, 
etc.,  granted  to  persons  for  military  or  civil  distinctions  or  meritorous  service  (see  Knight's  Cross,  Order  of  Gediminas,  etc.).  It 
is  prepared  and  struck  in  various  forms  of  stars,  crosses  or  in  medallic  form,  with  an  opening  to  pin  on  the  chest. 


Ordinu  pavyzdziai;  1,  JAV  Kongreso  — augsciausias  zymuo  uz  narsuma; 
2,  Lietuvos  Respublikos  Vycio  kryzius;  3,  Gruzijos  Valdoves  Tamaros 
zvaigzde  (1915);  4.  Lietuvos  Sauliu  S-gos  ord.  Visi  sumazinti. 


ORTAS/ORT.  (German,  Ortstaler).  A silver  coin  valued  at  a quarter  taler,  introduced  into  Poland  at  the  beginning  of 
the  17th  century,  following  the  example  of  the  Germans,  and  struck  there  at  intervals  until  the  middle  of  the  18th  century.  To 
begin  with,  the  ort  equalled  10  grashes,  later  16,  and  finally  18  grashes.  In  1664,  John  Casimir  struck  the  ort  for  the  Grand 


Duchy.  This  ort,  valued  at  18  grashes,  weighed  about  5.4  gr.  silver,  of  a fineness  of  0.500. 


Continued  next  issue... 


DARIUS  AND  GIRENAS 
MEDAL 


1 


[Part  of  a continuing  series  of  articles  about  the  current 
Orders  and  Decorations  of  the  Republic  of  Lithuania,  based  upon 
inlormation  provided  by  Henry  L.  Gaidis.j 

The  Darius  and  Girenas  Aviation  Medal  (Darius  ir 
Gireno  AviacijojMedalis)  was  established  in  1993  on  the 
60th  anniversary  of  the  Atlantic  flight  of  those  heroic- 
pilots.  The  decoration  is  awarded  to  honor  individuals  who 
have  made  significant  contributions  to  Lithuanian  Aviation. 
The  llrst  24  decorations  were  awarded  on  .July  14,  1993  by 
Presidential  decree  No.  1(X),  signed  by  Algirdas 
Brazauskas.  A total  of  40  Darius  and  Girenas  Medals  have 
been  conferred  to  date  in  conjunction  with  the  annual 
Lithuanian  Aviation  Day  celebration. 

The  obverse  of  the  gold-colored  bronze  medal  bears 
the  leather  helmet  covered  heads  of  the  Lithuanian  flyers, 
Steponas  Darius  and  Stasys  Girenas,  who  died  during  their 
.July  13-15,  1933  attempt  to  fly  across  the  Atlantic  to 
Lithuania.  The  inscription  "Darius  ir  Girenas"  appears  just 
below  the  flyers. 

The  reverse  bears  a map  outlining  the  eastern  coast 
of  the  United  States  and  western  Europe,  with  dots  tracing 
the  flyers'  route,  from  New  York  to  Kaunas,  above  the 
inscription,  "Uz  Nuopelnus  Lietuvos  Aviacijai." 

Two  variations  of  the  medal  have  been  reported. 
The  reverse  of  the  first  24  awarded  medals  bear  a very 
small  date  "07  1933  15-17"  below  the  word  "Aviacijai." 
this  date  was  later  omitted  from  subsequent  medals. 

The  medal  hangs  from  a Russian-style  gold  colored 
metal  cross  bar  with  aluminum  ribbqn  backing.  It's  ribbon 
is  blue  with  two  white  trimmed  green  stripes  in  keeping 
with  the  color  of  the  ocean  crossing. 


1997  COIN  SPECIFICATIONS 

(CONTINUED  FROM  PAGE  2...) 


50  Centq,  1997.  Diameter:  23 
mm.  Weight:  6 gr.  Thickness:  2.10  mm. 
Edge:  Reeded.  Metal  content:  Brass 
(Copper,  zinc  and  nickel).  Obverse: 
Vytis  emblem.  Lietuva  and  the  date 
1997.  Reverse:  "50  CliNTlJ"  in  center, 
ornamental  "fir  tree"  pattern  around  edge 
consisting  of  14  retangular  .sets. 

V 

Designer:  Antanas  Zukauskas. 


S.  I MF,  COIN  COLLKC TION  OF  KONSTANTINAS  STASIS  AT  THE 

LITHUANIAN  NATIONAL  MUSEUM 


lU  Ddlia  Grimalauskaitc,  Director  of  the  Numismatic 
Section,  Lithuanian  National  Museum. 

Published  in  VORUrA.  October  1994,  No.  38.  Translated  into 
linglish  by  Aleksandras  Radiius 

ITHIS  ARTICLE  IS  AN  EXAMPLE  OF  THE  DIFFICULTY 
LOTI  UANIAN  COLLECTORS,  AND  THEIR  COLLECTIONS 
ILWE  HAD.  MANY  LITHUANIAN  COLLECTIONS  ARE  NOW  IN 
THE  MUSEUMS  OF  FOREIGN  COUNTRIES  AS  A RESULT  OF 
SEIZURES  THROUGH  THE  YEARS.-Editor,  The  Knight] 

The  Lithuanian  National  Museum  houses  a small  portion  of 
the  numismatically  valuable  collection  of  Konstantinas  Stasis  (1880- 
1942)  which  was  lost  during  the  historically  pivotal  years.  This 
portion  of  the  coin  collection  went  to  the  Museum  in  1965  thanks  to 
the  collector's  daughter,  Konstancija  Jukneviciene.  Her  husband, 
Antanas  Juknevicius  was  a well  known  lawyer,  a cultural  and  political 
activitist  in  the  Polish-occupied  Vilnius  territory.  He  defended  K. 
Stasis  "Stasis’  Case"  when  the  Poles  tried  to  stifle  the  political  activity 
of  K.  Stasis  in  occupied  eastern  Lithuania  accusing  him  of  violating 
currency  regulations  and  confiscating  his  valuable  collections. 
Antanas  Juknevicius  also  defend  other  Lithuanians  against  the 
fabricated  charges  brought  against  them  by  the  Poles. 

Unfortunately  we  do  not  know  much  about  the  collection  of 
K.  Stasis.  According  to  Antanas  Juknevicius,  Konstantinas  Stasis 
began  collecting  coins  while  still  in  high  school,  first  at  Mintaujus  (V. 
Mironas  and  J.  Tubehs  were  students  there  also),  and  later  at  Samara. 
When  he  resided  in  Vilnius  and  was  well  off,  he  began  to  seriously 
look  for  and  collect  historically  valuable  items.  None  of  his  friends 
were  interested  in  historical  items,  thus  it  is  hard  to  say  now  how  he 
was  inspired  in  this  direction.  Every  spare  Saturday,  and  he  didn't 
have  many  of  them,  K.  Stasis  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  the 
items  he  colelcted.  At  his  home  many  times  he  held  meetings  with  his 
colleagues  collectors  Povilas  Karazija  and  Rev.  Jouzas  Stankevicius. 
inthe  collection  of  the  later  were  a number  of  hoards  found  in 
Lithuania,  a large  number  of  rare  high  denomination  single  finds 
coins,  a couple  of  Lithuanian  ducats,  and  Roman  silver  coins. 

K.  Stasis  maintained  contacts  with  collectors  in  Poland,  e.  g. 
Vladisaus  Terleckas,  keeper  of  the  numismatic  cabinet  of  Dr.  Adam 
Solecki  Mint  in  Warsaw. 

Now  we  can  only  regret  that  due  to  a lack  of  time,  K.  Stasis 
did  not  compile  a catalog  or  fisting  of  his  collection.  He  also  did  not 
write  about  his  collection  and  according  to  A.  Juknevicius,  his 
collection  was  second  only  to  the  massive  and  valuable  collection  of 
P.  Karazija. 

In  1936  the  Polish  government  in  Vilnius  during  a routine 
search  of  K.  Sta.sis'  apartment  on  Jaksas  Street,  confiscated  banknotes 
and  coins  valued  at  80.000  zlotys.  The  policemen  priced  the  precious 
metal  items,  gold  and  silver  coins,  alone  at  5,000  zlotys.  But  the 
collection  was  worth  2 to  3 times  that  amount.  A police  fisting  of  the 
seized  items  specifies  1.223  valuable  coins,  among  them  these  gold 
coins:  29  U.S.  $10  coins;  29  U.S.  $1  coins;  80  5 Ruble  Russian  coins 
of  Alexander  II;  31  5 ruble  and  15  10  ruble  Russian  coins  of 
Alexander  11;  7 5 ruble.  6 7 1/2  ruble.  9 10  ruble,  and  9 15  ruble 
Russian  coins  of  Nicholas  II  as  well  as  340  ancient  gold  coins  of 
venous  states  and  rulers. 

In  the  collection  were  also  7 platinum  Russian  3 ruble,  4 6 
niblc  and  2 1/2  ruble  coins.  598  coins  were  silver  coins  of  various 


states  and  rulers.  There  were  63  Lithuanian  silver  kapas,  probably 
from  the  Grybiskiai  (Vilnius)  hoard  found  in  1930.  The  hoard 
consisted  of  over  400  silver  bars,  most  of  which  ended  up  in 
collections  of  P.  Karazija,  K.  stasis  with  a small  portion  going  to  the 
collections  of  Rev.  J.  Stankevicius.  A.  Domaradzkis.  J.  Bekesis.  esq.. 
Zajanciauskas.  According  to  Vincas  Zilenas,  a very  rare  1807  Russian 
ruble  coin  of  Alexander  I was  in  the  collection  of  K.  Stasis.  In  1901 
according  to  the  catalog  of  N.  Liubimov  the  coin  cost  275  rubles.  A 
number  of  rubles  belonging  to  Pavel  Utkin  (author)  in  the  same 
catalog  were  valued  at  150  rubles.  These  coins  were  1 1/2  ruble  coins 
with  portraits  of  the  imperial  family.  In  1835  36  were  minted  and  in 
1836,  50.  These  were  indeed  rare  coins! 

According  to  V.  Zilenas.  medals  and  decorations  were  also 
confiscatd  and  by  order  of  the  voivode  of  Vilnius,  Colonel  Ludwig 
Bocianski,  were  turned  over  for  safe  keeping  to  the  National  Museum 
of  Warsaw  until  the  end  of  the  legal  proceedings.  K.  Stasis  was 
charged  with  wanting  to  take  his  collection  beyond  Polish  borders,  i.e. 
to  Lithuania,  but  the  coins  were  collected  within  Polish  borders  and 
reflect  Polish  history.  K.  Stasis  brought  chargs  against  L.  Bocianski 
for  depositing  the  collection  in  the  Museum  against  the  wishes  of  the 
owner.  When  the  war  started,  the  case  was  dropped  and  K.  Stasis  did 
not  recover  his  treasures  and  its  trail  was  lost  during  the  evacuation  of 
valuables  from  Warsaw  to  Krakow. 

Afer  the  search,  the  remaining  portion  of  the  collection  K. 
Stasis  was  placed  in  a suitcase  and  through  his  in-law  Antanas 
Juknevicius  secretly  and  at  midnight,  turned  it  over  for  safekeeping  to 
the  Director  of  the  Lithuanian  Academic  Association  (LAA)  Pr. 
Razmukas.  In  the  opinion  of  A.  Juknevicius,  the  suitcase  could  have 
held  Lithuania  silver  marks,  however  theire  fate  is  not  known.  Also 
turned  over  was  a bundle  of  banknotes.  So  that  the  police  would  not 
reach  this  portion  of  the  collection,  Pr.  Razmukas  placed  it  with  the 
numismatic  collection  of  the  Lithuanian  Academic  Association, 
consisting  of  the  coin  collections  of  J.  Basanavicius  and  P.  Vileisis. 
Later  the  LAA  numismatic  collection  was  turned  over  to  the 
Lithuanian  Academic  Association's  Institute  of  Lithuanian  Language 
and  Literature.  This  collectiion  consisted  of  items  from  other 
museums  and  socieites,  e.  g.  The  Vilnius  Academic  Society,  the 
Tartar  Museum  and  the  Belorussian  Museums.  Often  these 
contributions  were  not  inventoried  and  without  data  on  specific  coins. 
And  in  organizing  these  collections  (starting  in  1949)  it  was  not  noted 
form  which  collection  individual  coins  came  from.  Thus  we  can  not 
know  determine  which  coins  now  at  the  LAA  collection  came  from 
the  collection  of  K.  Stasis. 

Since  searches  of  his  apartment  were  a constant  threat,  K. 
Stasis  gave  small  quantites  of  his  coins  to  friends  and  acquaitances  for 
safekeeping.  Some  of  the  coins,  as  well  as  books  and  paintings  Z. 
Stasiene  retrieved  from  J.  Maceika  and  P.  Karazija  on  her  return  from 
Siberia  in  1947.  Since  it  was  difficult  for  a family  to  survive  after 
returning  illegally  from  Siberia,  Z.  Stasiene  and  later  her  daughter 
Konstancija  Jukneviciene  gladly  responded  to  the  request  of  Vincas 
Zilenas,  Director  of  the  Historical  and  Ethnographic  Museum  of  the 
Academic  Academy,  to  turn  over  a couple  of  the  treasures  from  the 
Stasis  collection  which  had  survived  the  searches  and  the  deportation. 
Thus  the  museum  can  pride  itself  for  having  a small,  but  interesting 
portion  of  the  collection  of  K.  Stasis. 

K.  Stasis  was  intere.sled  in  gold  coins.  In  his  case  loldcr  are 


his  corrcsptindence  in  (oreipn  languages  about  the  purchases  of  gold 
coins.  K.  Slaiiis  was  detained  on  October  8.  1930  during  his  trip  to 
Danzig  where  he  was  to  meet  with  Vladas  Mironis  to  discuss  the 
condition  of  Idthuanians  in  the  Polish-occupied  territory.  K.  Stasis  had 
casually  "to.s.sed  into  his  pr)ckct"  a gold  coin  valued  at  1.50()  zlotys. 
According  to  A.  Juknavicius  it  was  a gold  coin  ot  Sigismund  August, 
aaccording  to  H.  Makauskas  it  was  a coin  of  Sigismund  Vasa.  The 
coin  was  found  when  he  was  frisked  (leter  valued  by  a court  clerk  at 
25  zloty,  at  only  its  gold  content  value)  and  that  was  the  pretext  to 
arrest  K.  Stasis  and  aacuse  him  of  transporting  contraband.  It  was  hard 
to  convince  the  judges  that  a man  paying  over  100,000  zlotys  in  taxes 
would  bother  with  such  small  scale  illegal  operations.  Exploiting  this 
incident,  the  Polish  government  wanted  to  make  a political  issue  of  it. 
In  the  case  file  it  was  noted  that  K.  Stasis  bought  museum  items  for 
the  Lithuanian  museum  in  Kaunas.  His  accomplice  was  P.  Karazija 
who  in  1936  was  deported  to  Warsaw  and  in  1938  to  Lithuania  and 
worked  as  Director  of  the  History  Section  of  the  Cultural  Museum  of 
Vytautas  the  Great  in  Kaunas. 

Besides  coins,  there  were  medals  in  the  collection  of  K. 
Stasis,  e.g..  the  satirical  medals  of  the  sculptor  Petras  Rimsa, 
satirizing  the  Lithuanian-Polish  Union  and  the  occupation  of  Vilnius. 

K.  Stasis  also  contributed  to  the  dissemination  of  numismatic 
information.  He  financed  the  publication  of  P.  Karazija's  book.  "The 
1930  Vilnius  Hoard."  which  had  many  illustrations  and  thus  was 
expensive  to  publish.  Even  today,  this  publication  remains  very 
valuable. 

The  portion  of  K.  Stasis'  collection  that  found  its  way  to  the 
museum  in  1965  consisted  of  101  silver  coins  from  the  16th  to  the 
20th  century.  Since  that  time,  the  museum  collection  has  grown  with 
items  from  over  50  hoards  and  36.000  single  finds.  However,  even 
now  69  of  the  coins  from  the  collection  of  K.  Stasis  are  housed  in  the 
Lithuanian  National  Museum.  Coins  housed  in  the  museum  are:  37 
coins  of  the  16th-20th  century  German  states  and  cities;  22  coins  of 
17th- 19th  century  Netherlands  United  Provinces;  10  coins  of  16th- 
17th  century  Spanish  Netherlands;  7 coins  of  17th- 19th  century 
France;  coins  of  17th- 19th  century  Austria;  Spanish  New  World  coins 
from  the  18th- 19th  century;  5 Italian  coins  from  each  century  from  the 
17th  to  the  19th;  3 Swiss  coins  from  the  17th.  18th  and  20th  century;  a 
19th  century  Brazilian  coin;  Danish  coins  from  the  18th  and  19th 
century;  2 Hungarian  coins  from  the  18th  and  two  from  the  20th 
century;  and  an  18th  century  Enghsh  coins. 

These  are  all  talers,  half-talers,  gulden  and  other  silver  coins 
of  high  denominational  value.  Most  of  the  coins  are  talers  or  coins 
whose  value  was  equivalent  to  teh  taler  but  was  called  by  a different 
name  in  various  countries,  e.g.  reichtaler.  levendadler.  arendsdadler, 
silver  ducat,  dollar,  portugal,  ecu.  8 reale,  scudo.  madonnen. 
albertustaler.  etc.  The  name  was  often  derived  from  its  appearance, 
the  purpose  for  minting  it  or  from  the  persons  who  initiated  its 
minting.  The  coins  can  tall  not  only  about  its  origin  and  worth,  but 
also  give  alot  of  history  about  its  country  and  culture.  The  collection 
of  K.  Stasis  holds  many  interesting  and  informative  coins  which 
permits  us  to  explore  their  history  and  their  intiatiors.  It  would  be 
difficult  to  describe  each  coin  from  the  collection,  however  it  is 
worthwhile  to  consider  the  more  valuable  and  impressive  coins  and 
those  of  w hich  there  is  only  one  example  housed  in  the  museum. 

I'he  Lithuanian  National  Museum  houses  6 talers  of  Mari  ja 
I'heresa  dated  1780.  three  are  from  the  collection  of  K.  Stasis. 

[liDlTOR's  NOTE:  I'HE  REST 
OF  rilE  ARTICLE  CONSISTS  OF  A DESCRIPTION  OF  A LARGE 
ASSORTMENT  OF’  NON-LITHUANiAN  liUROPIiAN  COINs3 


9. 

NEW  HIGHER  QUALTI  Y 
BANKNOTES  ISSUED 

The  Bank  ol  Lithuania  ha.s  i.ssued  new  1997- 
dated  10  and  20  liti|  banknote.s  bearing  the  same  designs 
as  their  1993-dated  counterparts,  but  with  improved 
security  features.  They  also  now  bear  the  signature  of 
the  current  chairman  of  the  Bank  of  Lithuania 
Reinoldijus  Sarkinas. 

The  new  printing  run  of  the  10  litg  featuring 
Darius  & Girenas  begins  with  serial  letters  AAA.  The  20 
litt|  however,  bearing  the  portrait  of  Maironis,  begins 
with  EAB,  according  to  photographs  used  in  official 
news  releases. 


,0  WANT/FOR  SALE 

ADS 

W ANTED:  Silver  bars  (kapos),  the  first 
Lithuanian  coins  to  AD  1492.  Between  1492-1707. 
1 kK)k  for  errors,  varieties.  R-graded  coins, 
excellent  quality  coins,  high  values  (talers  and 
ducats),  forgeries  from  the  time.  Also  certain  Polish 
coins  wanted,  such  as  bracteates,  talers,  varieties  of 
Sigismund  Vasa  portrait  coins  (in  particular  3- 
grosz).  Will  also  buy  collections  and  accumulations. 
OUe  Holden,  Junkergatan  37,  S-126  53  Hagersten, 
SWEDEN.  Fax:  (+46)  8-7268522. 

FOR  SALE:  1385-1389  Lithuanian  denar 
with  spearpoint/Columns,  G-433,  Karys  7c, 
Sajauskas  #23.  Nice  Fine+  $100.  1919  Lithuanian 
President  Smetona  Medal  Bronze  50  mm.  EF+  $75. 
Write:  Tony  Tumonis,  3232  N.  Winstel  #11, 
Tucson,  Arizona  85716. 

WANTED:  Picture  postcards  of  Lithuania 
and  Klaipeda/Memel  District,  pre-World  War  II 
only.  Also  want  books  and  phamplets  (in  English 
language)  on  Lithuanian  history  and  politics.  J.  R. 
Greene,  33  Bearsden  Road,  Athol,  MA.  01331. 

FOR  SALE;  Blue  Capital  Plastic  holders 
for  14-coin  set  1925,  1936,  1938  coins  of  the 
Republic  of  Lithuania.  $35.  1936  silver  5 Litai 
(Jonas  Basanavicius)  coin.  XF  $20.  1997  silver 
proof  "Ist  Lithuanian  Book"  coin,  $75.  Balzekas 
Museum  of  Lithuanian  Culture,  6500  S.  Pulaski 
Road,  Chicago,  IL  60632.  (773)  582-6500. 


fOR  SALE:  Dr.  Victor  Zilaitis  is  disposing  of  his 
library  of  Lithuanian  books,  journals  and  newspapers. 
Also  selling  his  Lithuanian  memorabilia:  medals 
tokens,  coins,  banknotes,  photo  albums,  old  documents 
and  receipts,  transportation  tickets,  lottery  tickets,  lapel 
pins,  old  advertisements,  stocks  and  bonds,  old  maps, 
theater  tickets,  old  photos,  religious  leaflets,  misc! 
certificates,  loan  bonds,  1920-40  receipts  (kvitas), 
stamps,  plaques,  passports,  huge  variety  of  items 
acquired  over  many  years.  Please  indicate  your  area  of 
collecting  interest.  Phone  (813)  633-3403  or  write  to  Dr. 
Victor  Zilaitias,  2018  Heathfield  Circle,  Sun  City 
Center,  FL  33573. 


FOR  SALE:  Contemporary  Lithuanian 
commemorative  silver  proof  50  litq  coins:  1995 
Ciurlionis;  1996  Gediminas;  1996  Mindaugas; 
1996  Atlanta  Olympics;  1996  January  13.  $50.00 
each  + $3.50  p & h. 

Cupro-nickei  commemorative  coins:  1994 

10  litq  song  festival  $15.  1995  10  lltq  sports 
games  $15.  1993  10  litq  Darius-Girenas  $35.00. 

1997  10  centq,  1997  20  centq  new  brass 
coins.  UNC.  $1.00  each  plus  a S.A.S.E. 

Complete  Pre-WWII  1925-36-38  set  of 
circulated  Lithuanian  coins  (14)  in  our  custom 
blue  Capital  Plastic  holder  $135.00. 

LITHUANIAN  BANKNOTES 
1922  "Temporary"  Series 

P-1  1 centas  UNC  $55;  XF  $45;  P-2  5 
cental  UNC  $55,  VF  $35;  P-3  20  centq  AU  $90; 
P-4  50  centq  VF  $65. 

1922  "Permanent"  Series 

P-7  1 Centas  UNC  $50;  P-8  2 Cental  UNC 
$55,  XF  $45,  VF  $30;  P-9  5 Cental  UNC  $55,  XF 
$45,  VF  $30;  P-10  10  Centu  AU  $70;  XF  $50;  P- 

11  20  Centu  UNC  $100,  AU  $95,  XF  $75,  F $35; 
P-12  50  Centu  F $20.  P-13  1 litas  VF+  $130.00. 
P-20  100  litq  (RARE  NOTE)  "Pavyzdys-bevertls" 
specimen  UNC  $845. 

Printed  in  England  Series 

P-21  500  litq,  1924.  XF  $400;  P-24  50  litq, 
1928  VF  $35;  P-25  100  litq,  1928  XF  $60,  VF 
$35;  P-27  20  litq  1930  XF  $60,  VF  $35,  F $20. 

Frank  Passic,  900  S.  Eaton  St.,  Albion, 
Michigan  49224. 


